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Pamphlet Binders and 
their use in research 
libraries - by Randy Silverman 
y definition, research libraries have a 
commitment to preserving pamphlets as 
well as all print and non-prlnt media they 
collect. A discussion of the preservatlon 
requirements for pamphlets Is useful lor 
their survival, and pamphlet bInders are an Impor-
tant tool In preparing these often ephemeral Mlhln 
books~ for storage and circulation. Specifications 
concerning the permanence requirements of a 
library's pamphlet binders can eliminate harmful 
shelf preparation and save costs In replacing binders 
that eventually damage the pamphlet. 
In an earlier study (Silverman 1988) specIfications 
for a bindIng structure appropriate lor conserving 
pamphlets were defined. Two elements of these 
specIfications are applicable to commercial ly 
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proouced pamphlet binders as 
well. They are: I) The physical 
attachment between the 
pamphlet and the binder should 
not damage the pamphlet over 
time. and 2) the durability and 
chemical stability of the materials 
used in the binder's manufacture 
should promote the long-tenn storage requirements 
of the library. 
Many types of commerclally produced 
pamphlet binders do not address these points. 
The most blatant offenders cause damage to the 
pamphlets they house due to the adhesive 
attachment between the pamphlet and the binder. 
This type of binder uses a pre-gummed clolh 
nange. The adhesive. in coming In contact with 
the pamphlet, tends to stiffen and eventually 
break the first and last leaves of the pamphlet at 
the hard edge created by the Oange. Even If the 
leaves do not break, the adhesive can Mskln" these 
pages If delamination occurs, or discolor the 
paper as the adhesive cross-llnks to It - either of 
which may cause the loss of significant 
information from what is quite often the 
pamphlet's title page. Additionally, adhesive 
attachments that affect the spine of the pamphlet 
restrict its openabilily. 
Another common fonn of physical damage Is 
caused by stapling the pamphlet to the binder 
throush the pamphlet's side. This Is unnecessary 
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lor material that was previously sewn or stapled 
through the fold, as It restricts the pamphlet's 
openability and fo rces the paper to crease and 
become weakened at the edge created by the 
staple. If the pamphlet was originally sewn or 
stapled through the side, repeating the process by 
stapling II to a pamphlet binder can be argued to 
be no more damaging than was the original method 
01 manufacture. However, a pamphlet antlclpated 
to receive heavy use, an older pamphlet with 
weakened paper, or a pamphlet already damaged 
by this method of sJde-stilching may require Ihe 
added expense of sewing through the fold to 
Improve what may be a damaging method of 
attachment. In the case 01 pamphlets that are 
adhesive bound, stapling through the side may be 
.... ..... 
easily pmoeftted 
considered acceptable If the 
width of the Inner margin 
allows: again, so long as the 
practice does not result in 
needless physical damage. 
Chemical degradation of the 
pamphlet's paper can be caused 
by housing the pamphlet In a 
binder manufactured from acidic materials. 
Problems associated with the migration of acids 
from the binder to the pamphlet are multiplied by 
the binder's greater mass than that of the 
pamphlet. This condition Is augmented by the 
centuries of storage a pamphlet may undergo, 
further accelerating its chemical deterioration. 
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All of these forms of damage are unacceptable 
within the context of permanent retention, as they 
result In ongoing repair costs or IrreversIble 
damage to the collection. This loss can be easily 
prevented by using a non-
damaging pamphlet binder. 
What follows are 
crUerla for a dur~ble, 
non-damaglng 
pamphlet binder 
appropriate for thin 
material of one, two, 
or more sections. 
Materials used in the 
binder's manufacture 
should be rigid enough to 
prevent physical damage Irom 
abrasion. Ideally, paper-based materials used In 
the binder should be alkaline, or If polyester, 01 
archival quality. Cloth used In the binder's 
construction should be durable. Pressure-sensltlve 
adhesives applied to the cloth should never come 
Into contact with the pamphlet Itself. Pockets used 
to contain separate parts (such as music or maps) 
should be made of durable alkaline paper. 
When binding, the pamphlet should be attached 
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to the binder (whenever the original sewing or 
stapling allows) by sewing or stapllng through the 
fold. In the case of paper that is weakened, sewing 
may prove less stressful over lime than stapling. The 
stress of this attachment can be minimized by using 
a "free guard,~ that Is, a fold of Japanese paper placed 
(without adhesive) In the center of the section before 
sewing. This acts as a reinforcement between the 
thread and paper. 
If a pamphlet was 5t1tched through the side (by 
thread or staple) it can be attached 10 the binder by 
side stitching again jf the paper can withstand the 
process. While this provides a practical solution 10 
this problem, II should be done with dIscretion as 
stabbing can result In damage to the pamphlet. Side 
stitching Is an Imperfect time saving technique for 
pamphlets with damaged spine folds, which are 
better mended before being sewn through the fold. 
Pamphlets that are adhesive bound (as is the case 
with many Journals today) can be successfully sewn 
through what would have been the fold, or stapled 
through the side. No adhesive attachment between 
the pamphlet and binder should be necessary. 
There are many pamphlet binders commerCially 
available. In choosing a binder, the research library 
Is advised to weigh the long.tenn effects the 
structure and materials will have on thousands of 
pamphlets slated lor permanent retention. The cost 
of upkeep and repair should be lactored Into the 
original price. as short-term savings may result In 
significantly higher operating costs in the long run. 
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